CAMPBELL DOVEY

(Rev. Archibald Campbell Dovey, MA)

This is in no sense a full biography of Campbell Dovey, but a précis of what is written about him in the Chapel Record.

Campbell Dovey was brought up in the Chapel, where his father was treasurer and where he was baptised by Joseph Kemp. After service as an officer in the First World War, he gave himself to training for the Christian ministry. He graduated from Edinburgh University and studied at the Baptist Theological College of Scotland in Glasgow, and at New College, Edinburgh, He was student pastor at Peebles (1921-3), and was later ordained there and served as their full-time minister from 1923-6. This was the first of a number of ministries, the next at Viewfield Baptist Church, Dunfermline, from March 1926-29, by which time he was married; there are excellent reports in the Record of his work in Dunfermline and also at an outreach in Dundee in 1927. In the years 1929–35 he served as Scottish Secretary for the Open Air Mission. He and his wife returned to Edinburgh and rejoined Charlotte Chapel, where he served as an elder from 1930.  He then went to Crieff Baptist Church from 1935-41, and Cupar (1941-4), Cambridge Street, Glasgow, (1944-9), Morningside, Edinburgh (1949-57), and Pitlochry (1957-65). He retired from the pastorate at Pitlochry in 1965, and for a time he lived in the area before moving to Sussex.

He preached in the Chapel and was President of Baptist Union of Scotland in the year 1952–53. He was remembered for his lively and interesting preaching, which always had an evangelistic fervour to it. He had a keen sense of fun and much enjoyed telling stories that made the point in a humorous way. He was a person who had deeply held views on Biblical interpretation and observance of the Lord’s Day, and he was unafraid to make these known.

During his entire ministry, his wife quietly and ably supported him. They had two sons, one of whom was killed as a young man in a climbing accident in Glencoe, and three daughters. He died on 26 January 1983 in Crowborough, Sussex. The funeral service took place at Trinim Evangelical Church, Crowborough, and a life-long friend of Mr Dovey, Rev. Walter Main, who shared in the service, represented the Baptist Union of Scotland. Also present was Mr Stanley Summers, Secretary of the Pitlochry Church, who was among those who paid tribute to Mr Dovey. Letters of sympathy from Rev. Peter Bowes, Morningside, and Rev. Peter Barber, General Secretary of the Baptist Union of Scotland, were read at the service.
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